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INTRODUCAO

Correia, A.; Biscaia, R. & Pedragosa, V. (2021). Introdugdo. In A. Correia; R. Biscaia &
V. Pedragosa (Coords.), Cronicas COVID-19: Gestao do Desporto em Tempos de Crise
(pp. 8-9). Lisboa: Universidade Auténoma de Lisboa.

Perante as dificuldades e os novos desafios que a COVID-19 trouxe para o desporto mundial, é de
extrema importancia, para o futuro da gestao do desporto, analisar e refletir sobre esta crise. A
ideia central destas crdénicas é problematizar os varios aspetos da situagdo complexa que, do nosso
ponto de vista, tém diretamente a ver com a natureza do desporto, com a gestdo nas organizagdes
de desporto, e com o papel do profissional gestor de desporto na construcao da nossa sociedade
em 2020. Isto num periodo em que se vive uma pandemia e se tém de encontrar respostas para
esta crise, perspetivando-se, em simultaneo, outros desafios, como as altera¢des climaticas e as

restrigdes no acesso ao desporto por parte de muitas pessoas.

N3o se pretende fazer futurologia. O amanha é demasiado intrincado para se adivinhar. O objetivo
¢é apenas a partilha da visdo de cada professor e/ou gestor de desporto sobre um aspeto particular
(politico, cultural, econdmico, social, ambiental, etc.) deste sistema complexo que é o desporto,
guando se vivem novos tempos. Pretende-se um olhar pessoal focado em tendéncias atuais no
desporto, em caminhos que foram percorridos ou num acontecimento particular, que permita a

discussdo, a compreensdo e a critica e, acima de tudo, um apontar de possibilidades.

Assim, Abel Correia (Faculdade de Motricidade Humana, Universidade de Lisboa), Rui Biscaia
(School of Marketing and Management, Coventry University) e Vera Pedragosa (Universidade
Auténoma de Lisboa), decidiram avancar com este Projeto, como coordenadores e também como
autores. O formato utilizado foi a crénica. Pretendeu-se que cada autor deixasse um testemunho
pessoal através de uma narracgdo curta, fundamentada e robusta, sobre o que mais o preocupa na
gestdo do desporto em tempos de crise. E obtivemos a prestimosa colaboragao de um conjunto
alargado de professores e de gestores de desporto, aos quais, desde ja, agradecemos: Maria José
Carvalho, Anténio Rosado, Jorge Soares, Martim Lomelino, Bruno Yamamoto, Vilde Gomes de
Menezes, Marco Siqueira, Mohammed Sayeed Khan, Carla Rocha Araujo, Giovani Marcon &
Leonardo Mataruna-Dos-Santos, Pedro Sarmento, Ana Naia, Thiago Santos, Evy Tesch, Davi
Rodrigues Poit, Tiago Ribeiro, Luiz Haas, Felipe Bertazzo Tobar & Guilherme Campos de Moraes,
Luis Drumond, Paulo Ventura, Vera Pedragosa, Fabiana Ribeiro e Rui Gomes.

As trinta e uma cronicas recebidas foram escritas durante os meses de maio e junho de 2020,
sendo que a crise se iniciou na Europa durante o més de marg¢o. Para facilitar a reflexdo e a
discussdo, as cronicas incluidas na presente obra, de acordo com a sua natureza, foram coligidas

do seguinte modo: “A Pandemia”, onde se aborda a transversalidade legislativa e o seu impacto na



vida desportiva; “O Desporto”, com reflexdes sobre a sua esséncia benéfica; “O Gestor de
Desporto”, onde aponta o papel fundamental deste agente, principalmente num momento tdo
dificil; “As Organizagbes”, com abordagens sobre responsabilidade social e identidade; “As
Instalagbes”, com consideragbes sobre espacos e equipamentos da pratica desportiva, mas
também com uma visdao de aproximagdo proporcionada pela tecnologia; “Os Ginasios” com
apontamentos sobre estes populares espacgos; e “Para Onde Vamos”, que aborda os desafios,
humanos, fisicos e tecnolégicos, da pos-pandemia.

Com a participacdo de todos, partilhando visdes, inquietacbes e explicacdes, temos um documento
histérico que contribuiu para o retrato dos tempos vividos e os desafios que se colocam a gestdo
do desporto nos proximos anos. Este documento sera, por certo, util para todos os gestores de
desporto, para os académicos e, essencialmente, paratodos os estudantes de gestao de desporto...

por isso vamos a leitura.

Lisboa, 13 de outubro de 2020

Professores Abel Correia, Rui Biscaia e Vera Pedragosa
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Football and E-learning: inside the mind of Ultra Achraf Hakimi

September 7, 2020 — Pin drop silence is observed in the corridors of a public university in
Casablancaasundergraduate studentsattempttheirend semesterexaminations. “GOOAAALLLL!”
reverberates in the young mind of Achraf Hakimi. The replay of the bicycle kick goal scorer last
night in the fiery derby between cross-town rivals Raja Club Athletic and Wydad Athletic Club
flashes as the sophomore makes an effort to concentrate on the calculus challenge placed in
front of him.

Did the 2019-2020 Botola Pro League season finally resume?

March 14, 2020 — The Royal Moroccan Football Federation (FRMF) has announced the suspension
of all football activities in the state until further notice.

March 20, 2020 — The government of Morocco has imposed a nationwide lockdown to curb the
spread of COVID-19.

Achraf was devastated after receiving the news. This meant he could no longer watch his beloved
football club Wydad dominate the pitch and to add further distress, the imposed lockdown meant

no football kickabout with his mates.

How was a football fanatic like Achraf supposed to survive the lockdown with no live football
action? What will he watch now? Daily soap operas?

Achraf discovered a silver lining; he no longer had to wake up early in the morning to attend

boring university lectures.

March 25, 2020 — The Ministry of National Education, Vocational Training, Higher Education and
Scientific Research has partnered with National Broadcasting Corporation (SNRT) to broadcast
lectures for students enrolled in various courses at Moroccan universities through the medium of

sports television channel Arryadia.

The Moroccan authorities decided to impart education through effective utilisation of traditional
media. According to UNESCO, the literacy rate in Morocco is 73.75%. The general population
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also has access to the university lectures, which can aid the efforts of the authorities to create

awareness and develop interest in the offered courses.

“First, they take away football and now expect me to study calculus on a sports channel all in the
midst of a pandemic!”, lamented Achraf.

The professional football leagues of the countries in the Middle East and North African (MENA)
region broadcasted on respective state-owned channels. The Botola Pro League broadcasted on
Arryadia, a free-to-air sports channel operated by SNRT. A sports channel based out of Qatar
dominates the sports broadcasting landscape in the MENA region with exclusive rights to broadcast
mega sporting events including but not limited to FIFA World Cup, AFC Asian Cup, UEFA Champions
League, CAF Champions League and English Premier League. The prevailing monopoly has a
profound impact on the broadcast programming of the sports channels in the MENA region with
limited access to international sporting spectacles and related archive content. SNRT acquired the
exclusive rights to broadcast the Botola Pro in a deal worth 105 million Moroccan Dirhams per
year. The pandemic has resulted in losses for the broadcaster and football clubs with little or no
revenue from sponsorship. The indefinite suspension of the national football league meant that
Arryadia were deprived of their showpiece event and had to go back to the drawing board to plan
their broadcast programming during the lockdown period.

Arryadia could now fill the void by broadcasting university lectures in Arabic, English and French
to ensure that undergraduate students complete their respective semester on time. The lectures
run for a duration of 12 hours from 8 AM in the morning to 8 PM in the evening covering algebra

to commercial law. Sports content broadcasted before and after the lectures.

The voice of Achraf’s favourite football commentators, Issam Chaouali and Fahad Al Otaibi, is now
a distant memory. eFootball video game helps to nullify his loss with the presence of fluid Arabic

commentary in-game for players.

May 6, 2020 — The German Football League (DFL) announces that the 2019-2020 Bundesliga

season will continue on May 16.

The Bundesliga becomes the first major European football league to resume the current season.
Achraf is excited to watch his namesake, Achraf Hakimi, using the famous yellow jersey of Borussia
Dortmund again. He wonders, “Is staging soccer matches behind closed doors the only feasible
solution available to the authorities? Is it worth risking the lives of key stakeholders to offset the
losses suffered by the organisations?” He keeps pondering over the future of the beautiful game
post COVID-19 but the Bundesliga restart sparks a glimmer of hope inside him that the football
federation of his country will take inspiration and make the right decision regarding the resumption

of Botola Pro.

The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic is not limited to the health and economic sectors. Eternal

rivals Raja and Wydad, kept aside their rivalry during these tough times and organised a virtual

44



game to raise funds for the Moroccan government’s Special Fund for the Management and
Response to COVID-19. In the past, the Casablanca derby has been marred with violence between
the two sets of fans. Post COVID-19, Arryadia would favour the broadcast of live football action
instead of university lectures to recoup the incurred losses and generate revenue. The government
must ensure to strike a balance between sports and education. Based on the reception of the
audience, the authorities can increase the number of course offerings, mitigate the shortcomings
and roll-out distance learning programs related to sports and physical education in the near future.
One strategy that can be adopted to promote the telecast of the lectures is the appointment of
football players as education ambassadors. They can utilise their respective digital social media
outlets to promote this excellent initiative.

Dubai, June 20, 2020
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