I11. Behaviours accepted by Timorese Society

Intimate partner violence (commonly called Domestic Violence):

A man has a right to assert power over a woman and is socially superior;

A man has a right to “correct” or discipline a female behaviour;

A woman’s freedom should be restricted;

Physical violence is an acceptable way to resolve conflicts within a relationship;

When a barlak (payment from the husband to the bridge’s family) as a part of marriage,

violence can occur because it becomes synonymous of purchasing and thus owning a wife;

Sexual violence:

Sex is a man’s right in marriage;
Sexual violence is an acceptable way to putting women in their place or punishing them;
Sexual activity (including rape) is a marker of masculinity;

Sexual violence such as rape is shameful for the victim, which prevents disclosure;

Youth violence:

Violence is acceptable way of resolving conflict.

Child maltreatment:

Female children are valued less in society than males, where female children are considered to

have less social and economic potential;
Children have a low status in society and within the family;

Physical punishment is an acceptable or normal part of rearing a child.

(Author, based on interview with Timorese people and WHO (2009))



IV. Posters of the Campaign “Hapara Violensia Kontra Feto” (Stop Violence

against Women)

Fernando “Lasama” de Aratjo,
former President of the National
Parliament and acting Vice
Prime-Minister

José Ramos-Horta, former - Atul Kare, former Special
- . Kay Rala Xanana Gusmao, .
President of the Republic of . - Representative of the Secretary-
. Prime-Minister .
Timor-Leste Gerneral for Timor-Leste

(&lensia

a k
Fet

Clatdio Ximenes, Chief of Aniceto Guterres Lopes, Taur Matan Ruak, former Afonso de Jesus, Deputy OfThF
. ; . Commander-General of F-FDTL ~ Commander-General for Policia
Justice and President of the Member of the Parliament for . . . . ;
Court of Appeal FRETILIN and acting President of Republic Nacional de Timor-Leste
Democratic of Timor-Leste (PNTL)

BE = © E

Francisco Xavier do Amaral, Olivio da Costa, Asosiasaun
)

President of the political party Rui Aratjo, Adviser for José Luis de Oliveira, Director Mane Kontra Violénsia
Asosiasaun Demokratiku Timor Ministry of Health of NGO HAK (AMKY)
(ADST) (died on March 2012)
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Florentino Fernando dos Reis,
Asosiasaun Mane Kontra
Violénsia (AMKYV)

Americo Santos, Asosiasaun
Mane Kontra Violénsia
(AMKYV)

Mely Galaxy, Citizen

V. Examples of communication materials used in Timor-Leste

Newsletter

UNMIT NEWSLETTER

Issue No 104
07 Dec2009

United Nations Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste

Ema sé de't bele
0 sei tama kadeiz

his year commemorates the 30th
Anniversary of CEDAW, the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women. In 1979,
the UN General Assembly adopted the
Convention as the fist international

Bringing Equality Home - Implementing

CEDAW in Timor-Leste

human rights treaty to and

d actionin Timor-

substantively addrass the nsds of wamen.
The Govemment of Timor-Leste acceded
to CEDAW in April 2003, and this means
that the State of Timor-Leste is obliged 1o

Leste include tackling low enroliment rate
of girlsin secondary and higher education,
= well as gils high drop-out rates;

respect, promote and protect womer's
tights and implement i the
Convention.

For CEDAW to have meaning for women,
it must b ranslated into the potential to
improve women's lives and their sodiedes.

In Timar-Leste SEP| (Secretary of State for

the Prometicn of Equalit inates

across government structures to discuss

information, gather input and feedback

on the States repart about progress in
EDAW.

traditional attitudes, early pregrandies and

e v
education; sexusl abuse and harassment
of girls by teachers and while on their way
o school are enormous tasks. - Similary,
addressing matemal and infant mortality
rates which are extremely high in Timer-
Laste, the Iack of access, particularly in
rural aress, to adequate pre-natal and pest-
natal care and family planning infermation
require concerted efforts of the relevant

many different parts of Govemment have
responsibility for implementing different
Frogrammes 0 support women’ rights andl
eliminate discrimination against women
Gl society groups, such as the women's
network REDE Feto, have 3 key role to play
i also menitoring progress.

16 Days campaign to End Violence
Against Women launched in Oecusse

he 16 days campaign against domestic
visllnce against women this year was
launched in Cecusse, on 25th Novem-
ber 2000 by Vice Prime Minister M. José Luis
(Guterres 3nd DSRSG Mr Finn Risske-Hislsen.
Secretary of State for Natural Resource and
acting of Promation of Equality, Mr. Alfredo
Pires, and Secretary of State for Regional of
ecussa M. Jorgé Teme, werealse presant,

Mr Guterrss in his spesch said that the
“Gavemment puts il its sfforts to combat
domestic violence against women. This

an effort, together with the intemational
communtty, to combat domestic violence'
He also stressed that ¥ we want families and
children 1 live in peace in this country, we

e
&i,

da not solve problems by way of violence.
you salve problems by discussing issues and
agreeing on solutions’ The DSASG added
“this campaign i to rise awareness among
women and men throughout TimorLeste,
thatvislencagainst woren is unacceptable

UNMIT DSRSG M. Finn Rieske-Nielsen
emphasizzd that sl violence  against
women must be stopped immediataly. You

WWW U NNISSIONs Org

Three hundred participants attended the
ceremony, which included an exhibiion of
ocal women handerafts.

UNIFEM is the lead UN agency supporting
SEPI and the Government as they work
o improve the lives of Timorese women
through implsmenting CEDAW in Timar-
Leste,

International

Volunteer’s Day
cluntesrism can bring positive

Vsml change by fostering respect
for diversity, equality and the

participation of all. I is amang socisty’s
most vital assets, Volumtzers from all

around the world are celebrated today
a5 part of Intemational Volunteer’s Day.
TimorLeste has besn one of the top
hasting countries for Uniced Nations
Valurtesrs (UNVs] worldwidk. Since 1999,
aver 2500 UNVs have served here and 225
are cumently working.

TPk S s
N gt ntha D march ik

n Tims-Leste, the Offce of the Sacretary of
1the Promationaf Equality (SEPUchoss

a5 the theme. "The Law Agalnst Domestl: V-
ence: Protecting M Protecting My Ramily”for

The Law Against Domestic Violence:
Protecting Me, Protecting My Family

gaimstwomen (25 November 1 10 Dcsmber).
The theme the landmark ad

tion of this legiskioon which, for the frst time,
clearly defines domestic vioknce as 3 public
erimeand proswdes for emergency medicl, gal,
psycho-soctal and shekter suppert for vicims of
domesti vilence and thei famibes.

EPt urnelled

Viclence and the pioblem of vioknce against
women n general. Targeting local community
leadiers and schocl teschers, actiites Included
a series of tramings, discussions and seminars
omanised by SE In collaboration with dstrct

ighting this year's 16-day campaign thems in
e Rosa MUK Mamortal Garden In DIl The for-
mal opening followed In Baucau on 25 Nover-
b, whe

ety organizations such as Fakupers and the ko
Foundation.

UNFPA, the Unid Nations Aund for Women

One aim of the pr nd

the Iives of
IMarese women, Copies of the Law AGainst Da-
mestic Violence In Tetum were alo distibuted

son In stet SEPL. Span-
1sh Cooperation (AECID) thiee-year 613 million
it progrmme on Supparting Gender Equal-

pportser-
‘vkzsand to extend these servioes o the districs
“The Joint Programme abo supports tralnings In

Vi President of the Farlament, #rs. Idelta M
Fdiigues, Secretary o Sate orthe Promationof
Equalty, and M. Pomchal Suchita, Represeta-

NGOs like Fokuupers, PRADET Timor Lorossie and

members of the Vulnerable Persons Unlt of the
PTLand y

Judictl Systams Monttoring

Fund un-
FFA) InTimorLeste

Some 29 events were organised 1n 13 ditrits
during the campaign 1o create greater awarness

Speak up,
Stop Discrimination

e Unlversal Human Fights Declsration
| states that all huran beings have rghts

Humanos & Mstia (PDH) together with local
youth of SuEl Covalina district collectively
Galled or an end to all discimination. Wth
posms, thestie presentations andl songs, the
yoUth expressedtheirdesie for the protectionof
human nghts InTme-Leste

Provedor sebastiao xmenes presentad the
FEH) 2010 Human Rights prize to the PNTL

mmander Marco Siquelia Hu

vaanufali s the disvict of Timor-Lests that had
complints abeut police on hurman rights
viclalons this yeat

The 16-day campagn was formally closed by

ter phs Information o legal senicss to wictims
of domestic vioknce, sexual sssault snd child
abusewith

a
‘ceremony In Susl on 10 December, Intermationl
Human Rights Day.

“Let us each be a human rights defender.”
United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon

& Vg_;

‘m Pt

L
£ -

po

- unniTehoy

cekbiate the cand anniersary of the

universsl Dechition of Human Aghs
n 10 December under the theme *spesk up
- stap Discrimination” Events organtzed by

Tm people of Timorlsste gathered to

will Inde=d fiter down 3nd resch the peopis
Challenges remain for example universal access
ucation, basichealth care. adequate
food, water,heusing and sanictn. More efforts
are neededto bring those volved incrimes and
human rights viclations to acccunt, Inciuding
members of the PHTL and FDTL.

Human rights dfenders who work o snd

s Organkzation “Raes Hadom]
Timor Can Flm footags of his work In Timor-
Lests to advocate for the rights of persans with

peopl
Farllament, the Provedor for Human Rights
and Justice to cwl soctety - Ihened up the
celebration of ntemational Human Rights Day
throughout the country. Timcr-Lestz has made
much progress In human rights.

Leste Constitution guarantees all rights and
freedoms, and the majorty of the International

‘worldon 10 Decembe.

In Timorieste, the Prasident piaised the
work o six indwuals and organizstions by
decorating them with the third Serglo Vieia de.
wello Human Rights Award The UN exends
congratulaticns to the reciplents: M. Simone

victims

In2010,
Wmportant lavws came into force lie he long-
awaltzd Domestic Viclence Law. The Prowedors
expanded s werk 1 the regions, and the
rewly opened  AniHComuption Commission
ras plecged to ensure tht the State budget

www.unmit.unmissions.org

‘ofdomestic an sexal viokncs, s NGOS HAM
realth, Hope Family Community, the prima
School and Rindergarten “Maria Aunliadcra;
Orphanage Ssnta gakhits ancl Ms. Somya Vieia
Nepomuceno.

Figure 17 UNMIT Newsletters (2009 and 2010) informing about the 16 Days’ Campaign on Elimination of
Violence Against Women
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Posters

The local NGO Ba Futuru has published the next posters series advocating for violence
against children to be stopped, as part of its peace building and child protection work. This
local NGO develop and implement peacebuilding, gender equality and child protection related

programming.

“ Ao la kordinua Zan |
e wza violensia

UIKHLEASIE

4/

OAN, FI’EN, ALUNUS,
FETO, IABARIK, KOLEGA

Figure 18 Posters published by the local NGO Ba Futuru advocating for ending violence against children
and women

Booklets

For the socialization of the Law Against Domestic Violence, SEPI, with the support of the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) project from Spanish Cooperation, published a

booklet with entire law. The version bellow is in Portuguese, but there is also in Tetum.

LEl CONTRA
A VIOLENCIA DOMESTICA

LHO CONTEUDO
VIOL ENCIADOMESTICA

é Preambulo 5

& Capitulo | Disposigdes Gerais 7

Capitulo il Principios Fundamentais 10

& Capitulo lll Cooperagéo Institucional 18

1 Capitulo IV Apoio e Assisténcia &s Vitimas 18

1 o Estado da Promogéo da Igualdade Secgdo | Apoio s Vitimas 18

; Secgao Il Assiténcia as Vitimas 21

i Capitulo V Dos Alimentos 29

“ Capitulo VI Aspectos Criminais 2

‘, Capitulo VIl Disposicdes Finais 36
¢
]
!

inseridos no mesmo contexto de dependéncia e
nomia familiar;
tra pessoa que esteja inserida no

indo quem nele exerca de forma
uma

e
doméstico-laboral.

CAPITULO Il
PRINCIPIOS FUNDAMENTAIS

Artigo 4.2
Principio da igualdade

Figure 19 Booklet with the Law Against Domestic
Violence, in Portuguese, published by SEPI with the
support of the program of the Spanish Cooperation
for the MDG’s

a igualdade de

12608
\gd0 de apoio especifico

para legitimar a

reprosentante logal, ou

.....................
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The next booklet is an example of a compilation of address of institutions where the victims
can seek for help, such medical, temporary shelter and legal support, and explains new
concepts for Timorese people, especially in remote areas, as Human trafficking and sexual

and gender-based violence. This example is in English but there are also in both official

languages.

WHAT IS HUMAN SEXUAL AND GENDER-BASED
TRAFFICKING? VIOLENCE (scsv)

ABOUT II\IIHUUULH‘UN 1V
THIS BOOKLET HUMAN TRAFFICKING

se women and girls are vulnerable to

upport when they face such violence.
“This booklet aims 10 both raise the aws
on SGBY and

INDEX OF AVAILABLE SERVICES
DISTRICTS

Development Goals Achievement Fund (MOG-F).

| B :
Figure 20 This Booklet
has addresses of services providers for cases of GBV, in ;
English. This booklet is a joint publication of SEPI, | g ,
UNFPA and IOM o

Manuals

In 2011, SEPI distributed manuals for advocacy and socialization for the implementation of
the LADV. The manuals have two target groups: one manual for people with low level of
education, as Suco Chiefs, women’s representatives, youth, especially in the districts, and

another for people with high level of education, like Government and Parliament members.

“For the first ones we did a basic introduction to domestic violence. We explain what is domestic violence, what

it means be a public crime, how they should proceed in any case of DV. This is done with a lot of pictures”,
explains Filomena Balbo Martins. “The latter acknowledge the concept so we explain in detail article by

article of the LADV .

Flyers
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The flyer below, published by SEPI with the support of the Spanish Cooperation, aims to
explain the concept of Domestic Violence and what are the denounce procedures. It was
distributed at social mobilization activities organized in all districts for the socialization of the

LADV. During the sessions,

ka (LKVD) hanesan

famili

SEPI officers also used a § ' '

banner with the same : L e R
B T s

illustrations ~and  simple § % SRR oo

messages in order to facilitate

knowledge.

a al.% Klaru

, kuandu nia la i r ol eksual ne‘ebé la bele kontinua

mutuk, la haree lal ante mos hatene katak LAIHA EMA IDA bele hetan
a halc violasaun s deit sira nia ka hata

deit nia razaun h e e 10

Timor-Leste mal
direitu, liberdads
ida mak bele h

Maske ita nia na:
iha komuni
ek m
hetan teru

Se maka sai vitima husi
Vitima husi vi
ika bele f

sentsen oo kaben nain botnn 1549 peeos
e T s e
Sra i aven

itima deit, maibé kualk

o
a laran depe n faktu
gl

Artigu 17 kona-ba Direitu no Dever

Dtreits alines 3}
10n hamutuk ho oan ik sira, sei

prosesu ka:

sial ba ema ne‘ebé uza U
a funsionamentu Uma M

draws

Figure 21 Flyer published by SEPI explaining the concept of domestic violence, in tétum. It us
and pictures illustrating the variations of domestic violence and the legal procedures
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VI. Timor-Leste strives to overcome culture of domestic violence

The Guardian, 24 August 2012, by Kate Hodal

Despite the introduction of a law criminalising violence against women, the problem remains

endemic in Timorese culture

Mauricia is shaking. She is in bed at the hospital where she has come to escape her husband.
Her hair is pulled back tightly into a neat bun and her nails are painted pink. Her dress is

splattered with blood from the punch that broke her nose.

"I was feeding baby when he came home, drunk again," the 22-year-old says of her husband,

an unemployed labourer. "He was angry and smashes me."

It is not the first time it has happened and is unlikely to be the last, but Mauricia — fearful of
repercussions — does not want to involve the police. "Baby needs me, I cannot leave," she says

simply.

It has been two years since Timor-Leste passed a law criminalising domestic violence, yet it
remains the country's number one crime. Continued obstacles such as lack of rule of law, a
feeble judicial system, economic dependence, and a culture of silence mean nearly one-third
of all women have experienced some form of violence or assault since the age of 15,
according to the government's 2009-10 demographic and health survey. In the capital, Dili,

that figure rises to one in two.

"Despite the law against domestic violence, communities haven't changed their behaviour,"
says Marcelina Amaral, of Timor-Leste's victim support services (VSS), a legal aid unit that

helps people who have experienced domestic violence seek help and justice.

"Our own culture makes it really hard for women to come forward in the justice system.
Because of cultural reasons and economic dependency, most women have very low education

levels, so they don't feel empowered to make decisions about their cases."

Still considered a private matter among families, three in four domestic violence cases go
unreported to police who, under the 2010 law, are required to investigate the crime within five
days of it being lodged. Police stations, however, lack scientific testing and are often located

far from the crime scene, particularly in rural areas. This frequently leaves people seeking
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justice through traditional courts, which prioritise community harmony over individual

justice.

"Many people who live in rural areas don't have any information about the [official] legal
system, so they decide to resolve [cases] in a traditional way," explains Luis de Oliveira
Sampaio of Timor-Leste's Judicial System Monitoring Program (JSMP), which oversees the
VSS. "In [a rape] case they would decide to get married, because they don't understand how

the legal system should work."

But the official system has its flaws too. Without scientific evidence, cases frequently depend
on testimony from the victim, who can be pressured to withdraw her case. According to
JSMP's 2011 annual report, Timorese courts are often underequipped, lacking basics like
running water, generators and judges. And the country's severely limited number of public

defenders can result in both the victim and defendant sharing the same lawyer.

Lisa Mortimer, a VSS lawyer, identifies a further problem: "The trial process is so long that
the victim has usually resolved the issue with her husband and community in the meantime.
The victim often says: 'If you send him to jail now, I have no one to take care of me or the

family'. When we do get sentences, they're usually suspended."

Violence is nothing new to Timor-Leste, which was colonised by the Portuguese for nearly
500 years before being annexed by neighbouring Indonesia in 1975. According to the UN,
widespread rape and sexual assault of both women and children went grossly unpunished

during the military occupation, which lasted 24 years.

Today, 71% of men say physical violence against their wife is acceptable if they've neglected
the children, while 72% of women say wife-beating is justified if a woman goes out without
telling her husband, according to the government's demographic survey.

Domestic violence is one of many problems facing Timor-Leste, which is ranked 147 out of
187 countries in the UN 2011 human development index. Running water and electricity are
considered luxuries, and 40% of the population lives on less than $1.25 a day.

Nevertheless, officials point to progress on gender equality — notably the passing of a national
plan of action on gender-based violence, and mandatory school education on the subject — as
proof Timor-Leste is tackling the problem. "We expect in the future that our president should
be female," says the country's human rights and justice ombudsman, Sebastido Dias Ximenes.

"But we are just now trying to develop our human rights. We have to change our mentality
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[towards gender equality] because the previous mentality was influenced by either colonial

thought or economics."

Many marriages are still arranged around traditional dowries, but the fact that one-third of all
parliamentary seats are reserved for women has helped Timor-Leste understand that "women
are an integrated and important part of society", says prime minister Xanana Gusmao. "It

forces us politicians and society [to question] male chauvinism in our culture."

Activists worry, however, about funding for many of the programs addressing gender-based
crime. Donor funding for both VSS and Pradet, a charity offering psychosexual recovery and
forensic testing for those affected, is due to expire at the end of this year, with unknown

consequences.

"If the donors were to put their hands up empty, our services would be finished," says Pradet's
Manuel dos Santos. "Even the police depend on us for forensic testing or placing the victim in

a safe house."
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ANNEXES

I. Sample messages and Slogans for Combating Violence against Women

WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS

Target General Men ‘Women

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Target General Men ‘Women

SEXUAL VIOLENCE AND HARASSMENT

208



Target General Men ‘Women

Survivors Police Health workers Judiciary

VIOLENCE RELATED TO CUSTOM AND TRADITION

Target General Men Women

HIV/AIDS AND GENDER

Target General Men Women
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Adapted from a paper prepared by Collen Lowe-Morna, Harare Strategic Communication Workshop, March
2001 (UNIFEM, 2003)

II. Advantages and Disadvantages of Different Media

PRINT MEDIA Advantages Disadvantages

PRINT MEDIA Advantages Disadvantages

PRINT MEDIA Advantages Disadvantages

MASS MEDIA Advantages Disadvantages

MASS MEDIA Advantages Disadvantages
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MASS MEDIA

FOLK MEDIA

FOLK MEDIA

FOLK MEDIA

FOLK MEDIA

Advantages

Advantages

Advantages

Advantages

Advantages

Disadvantages

Disadvantages

Disadvantages

Disadvantages

Disadvantages




VISUAL ELECTRONIC Advantages Disadvantages
MEDIA

VISUAL ELECTRONIC Advantages Disadvantages
MEDIA

(UNIFEM, 2003: 10— 11)
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II1. Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s)

Goals Targets

Reduce by half the proportion of people who suffer from hunger

3. Promote gender equality and FEliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education preferably

empower women by 2005, and at all levels by 2015

5. Improve maternal health Reduce by three quarters the maternal mortality ratio

Halt and begin to reverse the incidence of malaria and other major diseases

Reduce by half the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe

drinking water

8. Develop a global partnership Open trading system, special needs of least developed countries (LDCs),

for development debt, employment, access to medicines, ICTs

(UNICEF, 2005: 79)
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IV. The Rome Consensus

Communication for Development - A Major Pillar for Development and Change

Communication is essential to human, social, and economic development. At the heart of
Communication for Development is participation and ownership by communities and
individuals most affected by poverty and other development issues. There is a large and

growing body of evidence demonstrating the value of Communication for Development.
Below are a few examples of that body of evidence presented at the WCCD:

In 1959 a study of 145 rural radio fora in India found that forum members learned much more
about the topics under discussion than non-forum members. In the words of the researcher,
“Radio farm forum as an agent for transmission of knowledge has proved to be a success
beyond expectation. Increase in knowledge in the forum villages between pre- and post-
broadcasts was spectacular, whereas in the non-forum villages it was negligible. What little
gain there was in nonforum villages, occurred mostly in those with radio” [Data presented by
Dr. Bella Mody from Neurath, P. (1959), “Part Two: Evaluation and Results,” in J. C. Mathur
and P. Neurath (Eds.), An Indian Experiment in Farm Radio Forums (pp. 59-121), Paris:
UNESCO].

The participatory communication approach adopted in Senegal led to significant reductions in
the practice of female genital cutting (FGC). Since 1997, 1,748 communities in Senegal have
abandoned FGC. These represent 33 percent of the 5,000 communities that practiced FGC at
that time [Tostan data, presented at the WCCD, 2006—nhttp://www.tostan.org].

In Uganda a national and local communication process related to the corruption of centrally
allocated public funds for education at the local level in schools resulted in a very significant
decrease in the level of funds that did not reach that local level—from 80 percent “lost” to
only 20 per cent lost [Reinikka, R., and J. Svensson, “The Power of Information,” Policy

Research Working Paper # 3239, 2004].

Communication programs are linked to significant reductions in Acute Respiratory
Infection—ARI—in Cambodia. Since the communication campaign started in 2004,

awareness of ARI grew from 20 percent to 80 percent and the reported incidence of ARI
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halved [BBC World Service Trust, Film on Health Communication, presented at the WCCD,
2006 -
http://www.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/check/worldservice/meta/dps/2006/10/061027 health w
st?size= 16x9&bgc=003399&lang=en-ws&nbram=1&nbwm=1].

Use of mobile phones and other communication techniques for farmers to obtain information
on market prices in Tanzania resulted in farmers increasing the price they receive per ton of
rice from US$100 to US$600. A $200,000 investment resulted in $1.8 million of gross
income [The First Mile Project, presented at the WCCD, 2006 -
http://www.ifad.org/rural/firstmile/FM_2.pdf].

Development Challenges

As of 2006, it is estimated that 1.3 billion people worldwide still live in absolute poverty.
Even though many countries have experienced considerable economic development, far too

many remain worse off in economic and social terms.

Nelson Mandela reminds us that “Poverty is not natural - it is man-made and it can be

overcome and eradicated by the actions of human beings.”

People’s rights to equality and to communicate are protected and advanced in the Universal

Declaration on Human Rights.

Related to poverty and rights there are other very considerable and related challenges. These
are delineated in the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which are often the
benchmark for decision making in civil society, national governments, and the international

development community.

Achieving improved progress on these issues requires addressing some very sensitive and
difficult challenges: respect for cultural diversity, self-determination of people, economic

pressures, environment, gender relations, and political dynamics—among others.

It also highlights the need to harmonize communication strategies and approaches, as
indicated by the 9th UN Roundtable on Communication for Development and in other

international fora.

215



These factors often complicate and threaten the success of overall development efforts in the
local, national, and international arenas. It is the people-related issues that are the focus of

Communication for Development.

Communication for Development

Communication for Development is a social process based on dialogue using a broad range of
tools and methods. It is also about seeking change at different levels including listening,
building trust, sharing knowledge and skills, building policies, debating and learning for

sustained and meaningful change. It is not public relations or corporate communication.

Strategic Requirements

Development organizations must assign a much higher priority to the essential elements of

Communication for Development process, as shown by research and practice:

The right and opportunity people have to participate in the decision-making processes that
affect their lives

Creating opportunities for sharing knowledge and skills

Ensuring that people have access to communication tools so that they can themselves
communicate within their communities and with the people making the decisions that affect
them — for example community radio and other community media

The process of dialogue, debate, and engagement that builds public policies that are relevant,
helpful and which have committed constituencies willing to implement them - for example on
responding to preserving the environment

Recognizing and harnessing the communication trends that are taking place at local, national,
and international levels for improved development action—from new media regulations and
ICT trends to popular and traditional music

Adopting an approach that is contextualized within cultures

Related to all of the above, assigning priority to supporting the people most affected by the
development issues in their communities and countries to have their say, to voice their
perspectives, and to contribute and act on their ideas for improving their situation—for

example indigenous peoples and people living with HIV/AIDS
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In order to be more effective in fighting poverty and meeting the other MDGs, the
Communication for Development processes just outlined are required in greater scale and at
more depth, making sure that the value-added of such initiatives is always properly monitored

and evaluated.

Long-Term Foundation

These processes are not just about increasing the effectiveness of overall development efforts.

They are also about creating sustainable social and economic processes. In particular:

Strengthening Citizenship and Good Governance

Deepening the communication links and processes within communities and societies

Those are essential pillars for any development issue.

Recommendations

Based on the arguments above, in order to make much more significant progress on the very
difficult development challenges that we all face, we recommend that policy makers and

funders do the following:

1. Overall national development policies should include specific Communication for

Development components.

2. Development organizations should include Communication for Development as a central

element at the inception of programs.

3. Strengthen the Communication for Development capacity within countries and
organizations at all levels. This includes people in their communities, Communication for
Development specialists, and other staff, including through the further development of

training courses and academic programs.

4. Expand the level of financial investment to ensure adequate, coordinated financing of the
core elements of Communication for Development as outlined under Strategic Requirements

above. This includes budget line[s] for development communication.

5. Adopt and implement policies and legislation that provide an enabling environment for
Communication for Development - including free and pluralistic media and the right to

information and to communicate.
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6. Development communication programs should be required to identify and include

appropriate monitoring and evaluation indicators and methodologies throughout the process.

7. Strengthen partnerships and networks at international, national, and local levels to advance

Communication for Development and improve development outcomes.

8. Move toward a rights-based approach to Communication for Development.

Conclusion

As Nelson Mandela highlighted, it is people that make the difference. Communication is

about people. Communication for Development is essential to making the difference happen.

The Participants
World Congress on Communication for Development
Rome, Italy

October 27, 2006
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V. Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women

Article 1

For the purposes of this Declaration, the term "violence against women" means any act of
gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological
harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation

of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life.
Article 2

Violence against women shall be understood to encompass, but not be limited to, the

following:

Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring in the family, including battering,
sexual abuse of female children in the household, dowry-related violence, marital rape, female
genital mutilation and other traditional practices harmful to women, non-spousal violence and

violence related to exploitation;

Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring within the general community,
including rape, sexual abuse, sexual harassment and intimidation at work, in educational

institutions and elsewhere, trafficking in women and forced prostitution;

Physical, sexual and psychological violence perpetrated or condoned by the State, wherever it

occurs.
Article 3

Women are entitled to the equal enjoyment and protection of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural, civil or any other field.

These rights include, inter alia:

The right to life;

The right to equality;

The right to liberty and security of person;

The right to equal protection under the law;

The right to be free from all forms of discrimination;

The right to the highest standard attainable of physical and mental health;
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The right to just and favourable conditions of work;

The right not to be subjected to torture, or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or

punishment.
Article 4

States should condemn violence against women and should not invoke any custom, tradition
or religious consideration to avoid their obligations with respect to its elimination. States
should pursue by all appropriate means and without delay a policy of eliminating violence

against women and, to this end, should:

Consider, where they have not yet done so, ratifying or acceding to the Convention on the

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women or withdrawing reservations to

that Convention;
Refrain from engaging in violence against women;

Exercise due diligence to prevent, investigate and, in accordance with national legislation,
punish acts of violence against women, whether those acts are perpetrated by the State or by

private persons;

Develop penal, civil, labour and administrative sanctions in domestic legislation to punish and
redress the wrongs caused to women who are subjected to violence; women who are subjected
to violence should be provided with access to the mechanisms of justice and, as provided for
by national legislation, to just and effective remedies for the harm that they have suffered;

States should also inform women of their rights in seeking redress through such mechanisms;

Consider the possibility of developing national plans of action to promote the protection of
women against any form of violence, or to include provisions for that purpose in plans already
existing, taking into account, as appropriate, such cooperation as can be provided by non-
governmental organizations, particularly those concerned with the issue of violence against

women,;

Develop, in a comprehensive way, preventive approaches and all those measures of a legal,
political, administrative and cultural nature that promote the protection of women against any
form of violence, and ensure that the re-victimization of women does not occur because of

laws insensitive to gender considerations, enforcement practices or other interventions;

Work to ensure, to the maximum extent feasible in the light of their available resources and,

where needed, within the framework of international cooperation, that women subjected to
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violence and, where appropriate, their children have specialized assistance, such as
rehabilitation, assistance in child care and maintenance, treatment, counselling, and health and
social services, facilities and programs, as well as support structures, and should take all other

appropriate measures to promote their safety and physical and psychological rehabilitation;

Include in government budgets adequate resources for their activities related to the

elimination of violence against women;

Take measures to ensure that law enforcement officers and public officials responsible for
implementing policies to prevent, investigate and punish violence against women receive

training to sensitize them to the needs of women,;

Adopt all appropriate measures, especially in the field of education, to modify the social and
cultural patterns of conduct of men and women and to eliminate prejudices, customary
practices and all other practices based on the idea of the inferiority or superiority of either of

the sexes and on stereotyped roles for men and women;

Promote research, collect data and compile statistics, especially concerning domestic
violence, relating to the prevalence of different forms of violence against women and
encourage research on the causes, nature, seriousness and consequences of violence against
women and on the effectiveness of measures implemented to prevent and redress violence

against women; those statistics and findings of the research will be made public;

Adopt measures directed towards the elimination of violence against women who are

especially vulnerable to violence;

Include, in submitting reports as required under relevant human rights instruments of the
United Nations, information pertaining to violence against women and measures taken to

implement the present Declaration;

Encourage the development of appropriate guidelines to assist in the implementation of the

principles set forth in the present Declaration;

Recognize the important role of the women's movement and non-governmental organizations

worldwide in raising awareness and alleviating the problem of violence against women;

Facilitate and enhance the work of the women's movement and non-governmental

organizations and cooperate with them at local, national and regional levels;

Encourage intergovernmental regional organizations of which they are members to include

the elimination of violence against women in their programs, as appropriate.
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Article 5

The organs and specialized agencies of the United Nations system should, within their
respective fields of competence, contribute to the recognition and realization of the rights and

the principles set forth in the present Declaration and, to this end, should, inter alia:

Foster international and regional cooperation with a view to defining regional strategies for
combating violence, exchanging experiences and financing programs relating to the

elimination of violence against women;

Promote meetings and seminars with the aim of creating and raising awareness among all

persons of the issue of the elimination of violence against women;

Foster coordination and exchange within the United Nations system between human rights

treaty bodies to address the issue of violence against women effectively;

Include in analyses prepared by organizations and bodies of the United Nations system of
social trends and problems, such as the periodic reports on the world social situation,

examination of trends in violence against women,;

Encourage coordination between organizations and bodies of the United Nations system to
incorporate the issue of violence against women into ongoing programs, especially with

reference to groups of women particularly vulnerable to violence;

Promote the formulation of guidelines or manuals relating to violence against women, taking

into account the measures referred to in the present Declaration;

Consider the issue of the elimination of violence against women, as appropriate, in fulfilling

their mandates with respect to the implementation of human rights instruments;

Cooperate with non-governmental organizations in addressing the issue of violence against

women.
Article 6

Nothing in the present Declaration shall affect any provision that is more conducive to the
elimination of violence against women that should be contained in the legislation of a State or

in any international convention, treaty or other instrument in force in a State.
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VI. Timeline of the progress against Gender Violence

DATE INTERNATIONAL & REGIONAL DEVELOPMENTS

1966 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Entered into force on 23 March 1976.

1975 The First UN World Conference on Women in Mexico City

1981 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) entered into
force. The Convention reaffirms the principles of the UDHR and emphasizes the eradication of all

forms of discrimination against women.

1990 The Commission of Women (CIM) publishes the "Conclusion and Recommendations of the Inter-

American Consultation on Women and Violence".

1993 The World Conference on Human Rights (Vienna) historically recognizes that violence against women

and girls constitutes a severe violation of rights; that women’s rights are human rights, whether
perpetrated in the public or private sphere, calls for gender integration as well as the development of
gender-focused mechanisms on international, regional and national levels to eliminate violence and

discrimination against women.
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1994

1994

1994

The UN Commission on Human Rights adopts a resolution calling for gender integration at all levels

of human rights and programmatic activity on the international, regional and national levels.

At the regional level, on 9 June 1994, the Organization of American States (OAS) adopted the Inter-
American Convention to Prevent, Punish and Eradicate Violence against Women (also called
Convention of Belem do Para), a new international instrument that recognizes all gender-based
violence as an abuse of human rights. This constitutes the central piece of legislation on gender
violence in Latin America and the Caribbean. This Convention provides an individual right of petition
and a right for non-governmental organizations to lodge complaints with the Inter-American
Commission of Human Rights. The Convention has been ratified by 29 countries (ANTIGUA AND
BARBUDA, ARGENTINA, BAHAMAS, BARBADOS, BELIZE, BOLIVIA, BRASIL, COLOMBIA,
COSTA RICA, CHILE, DOMINICA, ECUADOR, EL SALVADOR, GUATEMALA, GUYANA,
HAITI, HONDURAS, MEXICO, NICARAGUA, PANAMA, PARAGUAY, PERU, REPUBLICA
DOMINICANA, ST. KITTS AND NEVIS, ST LUCIA, ST.VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES,
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, URUGUAY,VENEZUELA). Furthermore, the Declaration on the
Elimination of Violence against Women adopted by all States represented in the UN General Assembly
stipulates in Article 4 that "States should exercise due diligence to prevent, investigate and, in
accordance with national legislation, punish acts of violence against women, whether those acts are
perpetrated by the State or by private persons."” Under the Convention, CIM has the responsibility to
take positive measures to advance implementation of Belem do Para while the Inter-American

Commission of Human Rights (IACHR) has the power to hear complaints against States who ratify it.

Approval of the Regional Program of Action for Latin America and Caribbean Women, 1995-2001
during the Prepatory Conference (Mar del Plata, September 25-29, 1994). In Area V, Human Rights,
Peace and Violence, three objectives are determined: 1) To consolidate the full respect of human rights
for all women of the region, giving priority to the elimination of violence and discrimination based on

sex, and to the rights of women who are the poorest and to women refugees, taking racial and ethnic
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considerations into account; 2) To promote actions that reveal all types and forms of violence against

women, as well as actions that lead to the elimination of violence; 3) To educate the media about the

impact of broadcasting a culture of violence, in order to change prevalent negative images of women

1996 The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) considers the proposal to create an optional protocol
(OP) to the Women’s Convention. The OP —an amendment to the Convention requiring ratification by

States — is needed to create an individual complaints procedure allowing women to challenge

discriminatory state policies and practices.

1998 UN Commission on Human Rights (June) will review the implementation of the Vienna Declaration

and Program of Action. Also, marking the five-year anniversary of the World Conference on Human
Rights.
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