
TRAINING TO DECIDE

TRAINING TO DECIDE - SURVEY 2025



I
ARCHITECTURE AND SUSTAINABILITY
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Low management of water systems

Soil waterproofing

Natural disasters (as floods, etc.)

Demographics

Social conditions (as poverty, exclusion, inequalities, etc.)

Tourism

Bad strategies of land use

Obsolescence of the mobility systems

Energy inefficiency

Relationship between nature of the non-human dimension

New forms of production

Deactivated industrial structures

Housing conditions and offer
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TOTAL  28 respostas

1. Regarding the climate changes, environmental challenges and societal transition what problems do you identify as the most expressive in our contemporary cities?



2. What does sustainability might mean regarding the future cities?

Preservation of natural landscape

Preservation of built and cultural heritage

Responsible land use

Definition of economical models to keep our current living patterns

Long-living mobility strategy and infrastructures

The exclusive use of natural resources in the construction strategy

Inclusion of artificial intelligence in the city’s governance

Circularity of buildings and materials

Biodiversity

Social diversity, inclusivity and resilience

Safe public space
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TOTAL  28 respostas
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3. What does sustainability might mean regarding the housing program in the future?

Low construction costs

Re-use of preexistent buildings

Circularity and use of recycled materials

Re-introduction of traditional construction technics

Use of standardized structures

Use of long-lasting and energy-efficient materials

Use of non-permanent and ephemeral buildings

Reduction of maintenance costs

Promotion of sufficiency-oriented behaviour spaces

Promotion of houses that must consider the entire human-life cycle

Increase of collective areas

Increase of green areas

Centrality of cultural and local values

Prevention of segregation, gentrification, ghettoization

Mixed-use neighborhoods (residential, working, leisure)

Finding accurate answers in diverse contexts

5 10 15 20

 20

 8

 12

 7

 1

 6

 3

 2

 4

 1

 1

 11

 2

 4

 9

 20

 10

0 5 10 15 200 5 10 15 20

TOTAL  28 respostas
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4. In your opinion, what impact have had the European’s Green Deal agenda and policies on the architect's practices today?

4%

82%

14%

I am not aware of the Green Deal
Little Impact
Great Impact
None

TOTAL  28 respostas
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5. How has architectural intervention been addressing this agenda?

Use of biotechnological materials

Keeping the conventional materials and technics of construction

Recovering ancestral construction techniques

Reducing construction costs

Creation of new formal and functional strategies

Promotion of innovative aesthetical languages

Implementation of non-conventional typologies

Introduction of energy recovery mechanisms

Architecture has been a primary consumer of material and energy

Architecture is one of the strongest problems

Architecture has not sufficiently addressed Green Deal
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TOTAL  28 respostas
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6. Has the architect been an active agent in the implementation of future sustainable cities?

75%

25%

No
Yes

TOTAL  28 respostas
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7. In your city, has the architect been an active influence in the decision-making regarding climate changing mitigation and social inclusion?

32%

68%

No
Yes

TOTAL  28 respostas
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8. Including the population in the city’s decision-making processes may promote the identification of architects with their built and natural environment and strengthens their sense of shared
responsibility.

7%

39% 54% Totally agree
Partially agree
Do not agree
Totally disagree

TOTAL  28 respostas
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II
ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION
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1. The unprecedented environmental dilemmas and climate challenges imply a growing attention of architecture’s Higher Education Institutions.

11%

89%

Totally agree
Partially agree
Do not agree
Totally disagree

TOTAL  28 respostas
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2. Does it require to rethink the architect’s training, role and action?

100%

No
Yes

TOTAL  28 respostas
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3. The Integrated Master program at the Da/UAL) have been rethinking the structure and methods of architectural education, testing innovative approaches and promoting an extended
reflection on the transversal topics finetuned with contemporary urban problems, climate changes and environmental dilemmas.

a) Structure of the new Integrated Master Program
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TOTAL  28 respostas Average rating (3.79)

Scale from 1 - not satisfied at all to 5 - fully satisfied
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3. The Integrated Master program at the Da/UAL) have been rethinking the structure and methods of architectural education, testing innovative approaches and promoting an extended
reflection on the transversal topics finetuned with contemporary urban problems, climate changes and environmental dilemmas.

b) Interaction between the different curricular units

1

2

3

4

5

3 6 9 12

 5

 11

 6

 6

 0

0 5 10 15 20

TOTAL  28 respostas Average rating (3.54)

Scale from 1 - not satisfied at all to 5 - fully satisfied
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3. The Integrated Master program at the Da/UAL) have been rethinking the structure and methods of architectural education, testing innovative approaches and promoting an extended
reflection on the transversal topics finetuned with contemporary urban problems, climate changes and environmental dilemmas.

c) Transversal topics proposed: city/water/housing ; city [labour]
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TOTAL  28 respostas Average rating (4.00)

Scale from 1 - not satisfied at all to 5 - fully satisfied
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3. The Integrated Master program at the Da/UAL) have been rethinking the structure and methods of architectural education, testing innovative approaches and promoting an extended
reflection on the transversal topics finetuned with contemporary urban problems, climate changes and environmental dilemmas.

d) Contents taught in each curricular unit
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TOTAL  28 respostas Average rating (3.54)

Scale from 1 - not satisfied at all to 5 - fully satisfied
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3. The Integrated Master program at the Da/UAL) have been rethinking the structure and methods of architectural education, testing innovative approaches and promoting an extended
reflection on the transversal topics finetuned with contemporary urban problems, climate changes and environmental dilemmas.

e) Contribution to the quality of the master's dissertation
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TOTAL  28 respostas Average rating (3.85)

Scale from 1 - not satisfied at all to 5 - fully satisfied
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3. The Integrated Master program at the Da/UAL) have been rethinking the structure and methods of architectural education, testing innovative approaches and promoting an extended
reflection on the transversal topics finetuned with contemporary urban problems, climate changes and environmental dilemmas.

f) Providing important skills (creative, technical, critical, methodological) for young architects to draw future-oriented solutions
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TOTAL  28 respostas Average rating (3.54)

Scale from 1 - not satisfied at all to 5 - fully satisfied
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3. The Integrated Master program at the Da/UAL) have been rethinking the structure and methods of architectural education, testing innovative approaches and promoting an extended
reflection on the transversal topics finetuned with contemporary urban problems, climate changes and environmental dilemmas.

g) Providing a new perspective of architecture as a mechanism of solving problems by anticipation
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TOTAL  28 respostas Average rating (3.71)

Scale from 1 - not satisfied at all to 5 - fully satisfied

TRAINING TO DECIDE - SURVEY 2025



4. Do you think the new curricular strategy is sufficiently problem-solving-based, and does it potentially improve your decision-making skills in society?

4%4%

79%

14%

Totally agree
Partially agree
Do not agree
Totally disagree

TOTAL  28 respostas

TRAINING TO DECIDE - SURVEY 2025



5. What aspects should be reinforced?

Methodological design process

Interdisciplinary approache

Effective knowledge on the practice of building

Effective participation in laboratorial experiments

Implementation of innovative digital and AI

resources in the sustainable design strategies

Effective participation in public discussion

on political-territorial strategies and urban public policies
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III
THEMATIC FRAMEWORK
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1. Do the topics of city/water/housing city/water/housing city/water/housing city/water/housing or city [labour] city [labour] city [labour] city [labour] align with your
fields of interest?

43%

39%

11%

7%

It is distant from my field of
Distant from my field of
Close to my field of interests
Completely aligned with my field

TOTAL  28 respostas
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2. To what extent did the launched topic promoted a critical review of the idea of City?

9%

12%

36%

21%

9%

12%

City as a space of ecological
City as infrastructure
City structured from water lines
City as a public space
City as a mechanism of mobility
City as a productive space
City as support for societal

TOTAL  28 respostas



3. What role does systems balance play in the design process?

TOTAL  28 respostas

Element of resilience

Opportunity for urban re-infrastructuration

Opportunity to introduce new dynamics of design research

Identified as a mere biophysical support

Identified as a natural risk to be mitigated

Identified as a matrix for reorganising the urban fabric.

Generator of public and humanized spaces

5 10 15 20

 20

 16

 12

 4

 1

 11

 15

 11

0 5 10 15 200 5 10 15 20

TOTAL  28 respostas
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4. How did the topic influence the structure of your Master’s dissertation?

0 5 10 15 20

Brought unexpected visions

Impact on how the thesis

Impact on the written contents

Impact on the solutions designed

I would prefer a distinct topic
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TOTAL  24 respostas
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IV
FORMAT MANIFESTO
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1. How important was the use of the format Manifesto in your master’s dissertation?

0 5 10 15 20

Fundamental mechanism to construct a robust argument on the topic

Support the structure of the master’s dissertation

Brought unexpected hypotheses and ideas

Impact on the way the thesis was wrote

Impactfull as a methodological tool

Not relevant to the final result
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TOTAL  28 respostas
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2. Was the main purpose of the Manifestos clear as a potential instrument to read architecture history and culture?

TOTAL  28 respostas

89%

11%

No
Yes
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3. Was it taken up as a methodological tool for the student’s expression of their own perspectives on the launched topics?

TOTAL  28 respostas

96%

4%

No
Yes
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4. How innovative was the use of the format Manifesto in your curricular path?

a) Important to define a critical position
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TOTAL  28 respostas Average rating (4.21)

Scale from 1 - not satisfied at all to 5 - fully satisfied
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4. How innovative was the use of the format Manifesto in your curricular path?

b) Important to develop new communication skills
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TOTAL  28 respostas Average rating (4.00)

Scale from 1 - not satisfied at all to 5 - fully satisfied
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4. How innovative was the use of the format Manifesto in your curricular path?

c) Contribute to designing future-oriented solutions
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TOTAL  28 respostas Average rating (3.71)

Scale from 1 - not satisfied at all to 5 - fully satisfied
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4. How innovative was the use of the format Manifesto in your curricular path?

d) Improve writing skills
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TOTAL  28 respostas Average rating (4.04)

Scale from 1 - not satisfied at all to 5 - fully satisfied
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4. How innovative was the use of the format Manifesto in your curricular path?

e) Foster creative practices and tangible sustainable solutions
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TOTAL  28 respostas Average rating (3.64)

Scale from 1 - not satisfied at all to 5 - fully satisfied
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