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Abstract

The war in Ukraine has caused a massive influx of people seeking protection in the
European Union and has led to the activation, for the first time, of the Temporary

Protection Directive. Although this influx mainly affects neighbouring countries, such
as Poland and Romania, Portugal triggered, as early as 1 March 2022, the national tem-
porary protection regime, thus granting immediate protection to people who were
arriving because of the war. This article analyses this temporary protection regime, as
well as the measures adopted to allow the rapid integration of those displaced persons,
such as simplifying the recognition of professional qualifications, essential for their
access to the labour market. Being special measures that only benefit citizens affected

by the war in Ukraine, their compatibility with the constitutional principle of equal-
ity is questioned, as other foreigners equally affected by war and violation of human

rights are excluded.
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1 Introduction

The invasion of Ukraine by the Russian armed forces on 24 February 2022
and the current war situation there led to a massive influx of people seeking
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